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600 years, but are said to have been defeated by the Chandels of Mahoba and subjected to tribute.    The two Banaphar warriors of the Chandel Rajas, Alha and Udal, are popular heroes, and their fifty-two battles are celebrated in song.    Alha is still supposed to live in the forests of Orchha, and nightly to kindle the lamp in a temple of Devi on a hill in the forest.    Saugor itself was founded in 1660 by Udan Sha, a Dangi chief, said to be one of Nihalsha's descendants, who built a small fort on the site of the present one and settled the village of Parkota, which is now part of the town.    The grandson of Udan Sha, Prithwlpat, a man of weak intellect, was dispossessed by Chhatarsal, the famous Bundela Raja.    He was restored by the Raja of Jaipur, but was again ousted by the Muhammadan chief of Kurwai, and retired to Bilehra, which with four other villages is still held free^of revenue by his descendants.    In 1735 Saugor was taken by a nephew of Baji Rao, the Maratha Peshwa, who left his lieutenant, Govind Rao Pandit, in charge of the conquered territory.    Govind Rao paid great attention to the improvement of the town and surrounding country.    The fort of Saugor as it now stands was built by him, and the town grew into a city under his administration and became the capital of this part of the country.    He was killed in 1761 at the battle of Pampat, and the Peshwa gave Saugor and the surrounding country revenue free to his descendants, who continued to hold possession until it was ceded to the British.    During their rule the city was sacked three times : twice by Amir Khan, Pindari, and once by Sindhia after a long siege in 1814. In 1818 Saugor was ceded to the British by the Peshwa, and became part of the Saugor and Nerbudda Territories, which were for a time attached to the North-Western Provinces.    In March, 1842, occurred what is known as the Bundela insurrection.   Two Bundela landholders, who had been served with civil court decrees, rose in rebellion and sacked several towns.   They were joined by a Gond chief, and disaffection extended into the adjoining District of Narsinghpur.    In the following year the revolt was put down, but the District had suffered severely and the land revenue was realized with difficulty for several years.
In 1857 the garrison of Saugor consisted of two regiments of native infantry and one of cavalry, with a few European gunners. Shortly after the commencement of the Mutiny the European residents moved into the fort. The sepoys remained in their lines for a short time, when the 42nd Regiment and the 3rd Irregular Cavalry mutinied, the 3ist Regiment remaining faithful. The two mutinous regiments moved off towards Shahgarh, a Native State to the north; the Rajas of Shahgarh and Banpur then entered the District and took possession of the greater part of it. At the same time the Nawab of Garhi Amapani, a place now in Bhopal, occupied Rahatgarh. The whole District was